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HOUSE RESOLUTION 56  

By  Mitchell 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Jeff Zentner upon 

receiving the 2017 William C. Morris YA Debut 
Award. 

 
WHEREAS, the members of this legislative body are proud to recognize those 

Tennesseans who have received significant acclaim for their literary endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, one such noteworthy person is Jeff Zentner, whose novel The Serpent King 

was recently named the 2017 winner of the William C. Morris YA Debut Award; and 

 WHEREAS, named for William C. Morris, an influential innovator in the publishing world 

and an advocate for marketing books for children and young adults, the William C. Morris YA 

Debut Award honors a debut book published by a first-time author writing for teens and 

celebrating impressive new voices in young adult literature; and 

 WHEREAS, published in 2016 by Crown Books for Young Readers, The Serpent King 

tells the story of three misfit friends living in a small southern town who, as high school seniors, 

face the prospect of their separate futures with both hope and dread; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Zentner began his creative life as a guitarist and eventually became a 

songwriter; he has released five albums and appeared on recordings with Iggy Pop, Nick Cave, 

Warren Ellis, Thurston Moore, Debbie Harry, Mark Lanegan, and Lydia Lunch, among others; 

and 

 WHEREAS, a resident of Nashville, Jeff Zentner became interested in writing for young 

adults after volunteering at the Tennessee Teen Rock Camp and the Southern Girls Rock 

Camp; he believes that young adulthood is an amazing period of a person's life, "where you're 

basically as intelligent as an adult, but the world and experience haven't lost their newness"; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this legislative body recognize Jeff Zentner 

for his professional excellence; now, therefore,  

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we honor and 

commend Jeff Zentner upon receiving the 2017 William C. Morris YA Debut Award and extend 

to him our best wishes for every future success. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


